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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide functions, which can not be 
realized by respective devices, by systematically connecting output 
devices distributed on a network. 

SOLUTION: An output device state managing part 8 collects 
functions (such as the number of sorter bottles and the possibility 
of color printing) of a printer 14 and copy machines 15 and 15 
distributed over a network 13 and stores them in an output device 
state managing table 9. A virtual output device generating part 10 
synthesizes the functions of the above printer 14 and copy 
machines 15 and 15 and forms a virtual output device which can be 
selectively recycled by a user like respective output devices. Thus, 
even in the case of a job which can not be provided by a single 
output device, the job can be utilized only by using the virtual 
output device as the output destination. 
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